Associations among familial sinistrality, allergies, and developmental language disorders.
Here we report the results of a study that tested what has become known as the Geschwind hypothesis (Geschwind & Galaburda, 1987). This study involved 526 people who were tested by an allergist for IgE-mediated allergies and who filled out a 12-item handedness questionnaire that also included questions about eyedness, prevalence of left-handedness in the immediate family, and familial developmental language problems. A series of log-linear analyses revealed that if the definition of "anomalous" included left-handedness and having a first-order left-handed relative, one was indeed more likely to be allergic than were those not so classified. When the definition of anomalous simply included those classified as left-handed, the results were not significant. Parallel findings resulted when the criterion variable was the presence of developmental language disorders. No evidence was found for relations between allergies and developmental language problems.